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tor. Martin Luther became a rebel out of piety and contrition.
Nicolaus Copernicus staged a revolution in thinking because
the accepted view of the universe failed to satisfy his sense of
order. Paracelsus explored the eternal nature of man as though
that could negate his daily difficulties in living with real people.
The pattern of success and flight, which first emerged in
Baden, was repeated in Basle and in Nuremberg and w^as to be
repeated over and over. Paracelsus arrives in glory, quickly makes
friends, provokes the mighty and alienates those whose support
he needs most. He makes verbal challenges which he is unable
to sustain, then waits to succumb to a low intrigue. He never
seems to fight to win. He rather acts as though he were testing
the loyalty of his friends and the decency of the world at large.
Instead of maneuvering himself into an advantageous position,
instead of waiting for propitious occasions, he chooses the most
untimely moment to make his demands and fire his insults. As
though to avoid any appearance of compromise, he makes his
boldest claims and his most extravagant charges when his en-
emies are strongest. Right always must go before expediency;
and if persecution is the consequence, well, it just goes to show
that innocence is being persecuted. With a certain relief,
Paracelsus takes up the burden of the martyr. He was not made
to lead a settled life anyway; he seems to enjoy the part of the
victim which he plays so well. He sounds somewhat cavalier
when he admits: "I was strange and no one could cope with

me." 9

It surely was not all the fault of society, nor of Theophrastus'
inability to make his intentions clear. His acts invited hostility.
Was he so madly possessed by his call that he had to disregard
every other consideration? Was he really so lonely that he could
tolerate the strain of his isolation only if it was offset by aggres-
sion? Was he simply duplicating the frustrations of his early
youth or was he seeking punishment for some neglected duty?